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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 
NEW  MILLS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Public 
Health  for  1951. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  second  half  of  the  20th  century  it  is 
interesting  to  look  back  and  consider  the  state  of  the  health  of  the 
community  in  New  Mills  at  the  commencement  of  the  century. 

The  earliest  record  available  seems  to  be  the  Annual  Report  of 
Dr.  J.  E.  Anderson  for  the  year  1913. 

We  find  that  the  Birth  Rate,  Infantile  Mortality  and  Death 
Rate  at  that  time  were  19.88,  102.7,  and  11.79  per  1,000  of  the 
population  respectively. 
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This  year  the  Infantile  Mortality  figure  is  NIL.  This  reflects 
the  great  advance  in  the  Domiciliary  and  Hospital  Midwifery  Services, 
the  work  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  and  in  the 
standard  of  life  of  the  community. 

The  problem  of  Infectious  Diseases  at  the  beginning  of  the 
century  was  different  from  the  one  presented  to-day.  Doctors  are 
unable,  however,  to  claim  all  the  credit  for  this,  as  the  change  is  in 
some  instances  due  to  a  decline  in  the  virulence  of  the  disease. 

Scarlet  Fever  is  a  typical  example.  Its  virulence  having  de- 
creased  over  the  years  until  in  1951  it  is  a  mild  disease,  although  still 
prevalent. 

Diphtheria  has  been  brought  under  control  by  Immunisation, 
but  it  would  still  be  r.  dangerous  disease  if  the  demand  for  this  protect' 
ive  measure  were  to  fall  off  to  an  appreciable  extent. 

Improved  sanitary  conditions  during  this  century’-  have  been 
partly  responsible  for  a  decrease  in  the  numbers  of  cases  of  typhoid 
and  allied  infections  of  the  bowel. 

Progress  has  been  achieved  in  the  water  and  sewage  services. 
In  the  Annual  Report  of  1913  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  states: 

“The  water  supply  is  now  adequately  filtered  by  mechanical 
filters,  but  184  houses  have  a  supply  other  than  the  town’s  mains.” 

Today  we  find  205  houses  still  not  on  the  public  supply  and 
improvements  should  be  made  in  this  direction. 

Since  1913  the  number  of  privy  middens  have  dropped  from 
616  to  13.  Pail  closets  have  increased  from  18  to  36,  and  water  closets 
from  642  to  1,467. 

The  number  of  waste  water  closets  have  remained  constant 
around  the  500  mark. 

The  Council  at  present  is  carrying  out  a  scheme  for  the  con¬ 
version  of  waste  water  closets  to  water  closets,  just  as  in  1913  privy 
middens  were  being  converted  to  water  closets  at  the  rate  of  49  per 
year. 

Concerning  the  sanitary  accommodation  in  factories  and  work¬ 
shops  Dr.  Anderson  writes  : 

“I  must  draw  your  attention  to  the  privies  at  some  of  the  mills 
in  Newtown.  These  should  be  converted  into  water  closets  without 
delay,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  this  should  not  be  done.” 

The  Health  Department  is  still  responsible  for  the  supervision 
of  the  sanitary  conveniences  in  factories,  and  the  Sanitary’  Inspector 
reports  that  during  his  inspections  this  year  conditions  were  reason¬ 
ably  satisfactory.  All  have  adjoining  washing  facilities. 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  last  paragraphs  of  the 
Annual  Report  of  1913  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  draws  the 
Council's  attention  to  the  smoke  nuisance  in  the  district.  It  was  his 
opinion  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  stop  the  dense  volume  of  smoke 
sent  out  from  factories  and  mill  chimneys.  He  comments : 

“'Our  principal  streets,  in  certain  conditions  of  the  wind  are 
not  fit  to  walk  in.  and  the  indiscriminate  manner  in  which  chimney 
firing  is  allowed  is  a  disgrace  to  the  district.” 

There  has  been  considerable  improvement  since  then,  but  room 
for  more. 

The  housewife  will  not  have  to  be  reminded  of  this  when  she 
thinks  of  the  money  and  time  expended  in  keeping  the  household 
furnishings,  especially  curtains,  free  from  soot  and  grime. 

In  industrial  areas  the  price  of  smoke  pollution  is  paid  not  only 
by  the  individual  in  cleaning  materials  and  hard  labour,  but  also  by 
the  community  in  respiratory  disease,  drab  towns,  and  damage  to  all 
kinds  of  property. 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  for  their  interest  and  help  in  the  administration  of  the 
Health  Department. 


Section  A— Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 
AREA. 

Area  (in  acres)  5,242. 

Registrar'General’s  estimate  of  residential  population  mid-year 
1951:  8,400. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1951) — 2,880. 

Rateable  Value,  £47,155. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  <£181. 

The  town  of  New  Mills  is  a  centre  for  the  textile  printing  trade. 
Textile  engraving,  bleaching  and  dyeing  employ  40%  of  the  popula- 
tion.  Other  industries  of  the  scattered  township  are  paper  making, 
metal  working,  confectionery  manufacture,  stone  quarrying  and  light 
engineering. 

About  half  of  the  urban  district  is  rural  in  character  and  is 
devoted  to  hill  farming  and  milk  production. 

Parts  of  the  hamlet  of  Rowarth  and  of  Ollersett  Moor  within 
the  urban  district  are  scheduled  for  inclusion)  in  the  Peak  District 
National  Park,  and  are  within  easy  reach  of  the  Kinder  Heights, 
popular  to  all  hill  climbers. 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total  ...  M  ...  F 

151  ...  71  ...  80 

4  ...  2  ...  2 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population — 18.45. 
Birth  Comparability  factor — 1.07. 

Birth  Rate  allowing  for  varying  age  and  sex 
distribution  of  the  population  in  different  areas  19.74. 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Total  ...  M 

Legitimate  ...  ...  1  ...  0 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  1  ...  0 

DEATHS 

Total  ...  M 

Deaths  at  all  ages  ...  103  ...  57 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  0 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

(all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

(under  2  years)  ...  0 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Death  Comparability  factor 
Standardised  Death  Rate 


F 

1 

1 


F 

46 


12.26 

0.88 

10.79 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  0 


A  comparison  of  the  vital  statistics  with  those  of  England  and 


Wales  is  as  follows:  — 

Still 

General 

Infantile 

Birth  R. 

Birth  R. 

Death  R 

Death  R. 

England  and  Wales  15.5 

.  0.36  .. 

.  12.5 

...  29.6 

New  Mills  ...  18.45  .. 

.  0.24  .. 

.  12.26 

0 

PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

M 

F 

%  of  Total 
Deaths. 

Heart  Diseases  (all  types) 
Vascular  Disease  of  the 

.  23  ... 

,  30  .. 

..  51.4 

Nervous  System 

9  ... 

9  .. 

..  17.4 

Malignant  Disease 

7  ... 

2 

8.7 

Respiratory  Diseases  . 

5  ... 

3  .. 

7.7 
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Section  B — General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area . 

1.  Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  the  Laboratories  of 
the  Derbyshire  County  Council  at  Derby  and  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Manchester. 

2.  The  following  services  under  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946,  Section  III,  are  provided  by  Derbyshire  County  Council :  — 

(a)  Care  of  mothers  and  young  children. 

(b)  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service. 

(c)  Health  Visiting  Service. 

(d)  Home  Nursing  Service. 

(e)  Ambulance  Service. 

(f)  Domestic  Help  Service. 

(g)  Mental  Health  Service. 

(h)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

(i)  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care. 

3.  Under  the  powers  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 
and  1951,  the  Council  had  to  arrange  for  the  burial  of  an  elderly 
person  who  had  no  known  relatives. 

4.  HEALTH  WEEK.  The  attendance  at  the  Health  Exhibi¬ 
tion  was  disappointing  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  for  the  last  three 
years  the  Health  Exhibition  has  been  an  annual  event.  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  Health  Exhibition  should  be  held  once  in  every  five 
years.  Health  Exhibitions  are  the  spectacular  events  of  Health  Educa¬ 
tion,  but  they  do  not  pay  the  same  dividends  as  the  more  unspectacular 
advice  and  health  teaching  which  the  various  members  of  a  Health 
Department  can  give  during  their  routine  work  on  the  district. 

5.  RODENT  CONTROL.  During  the  year  the  Council's 
sewers  received  periodic  treatment  for  the  extermination  of  rats;  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries’  recommended  method  being 
employed. 

Occupiers  of  private  dwellings  continued  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  free  rodent  control  service  provided  by  the  Council,  but  many 
people  still  do  not  know  that  the  extermination  of  rats  and  mice  in 
private  dwellings  is  a  free  service,  and  consequently  many  infestations 
remain  unnotified,  untreated  and  a  menace  to  other  properties. 

In  addition  to  dealing  with  complaints,  the  rodent  operator 
continued  to  survey  the  area  systematically  for  evidence  of  infestation. 

The  following  tables  show  the  prevalence  of  rats  and  mice 
during  the  year  and  the  measures  of  control  adopted  :  — 
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Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

All  other 
( including 
Business  & 
Industrial ) 

Total 

I.  Total  number  of  prop¬ 
erties  in  Local  Authori¬ 
ty’s  District  (Notes  1  &  2) 

9 

3910 

69 

320 

4308 

II.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  by  the  Local 
Authority  during  1951  as 
a  result 

(a)  of  notification  ... 

100 

2 

23 

125 

(b)  otherwise 

9 

240 

24 

45 

318 

(Notes  1,  2  &  3) 

III.  Number  of  proper¬ 
ties  (under  II)  found  to 
be  infested  by  rats  (Notes 
1,  2  &  3) 

Major  ... 

4 

2 

9 

15 

Minor  ... 

3 

69 

— 

11 

83 

IV.  Number  of  proper¬ 
ties  (under  II)  found  to 
be  seriously  infested  by 
mice  (Notes  1,  2  &  3)  . 

1 

6 

5 

12 

V.  Number  of  infested 
properties  (under  III  & 
IV)  treated  by  the  Local 
Authority  (Notes  1 , 2  &  3) 

8 

77 

25 

110 

VI.  Number  of  notices 
served  under  Section  4 — 
(1)  Treatment 

(2)  Structural  Works 
(i.e.  Proofing)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

34 

4404 

95 

439 

4972 

VII.  Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action  was 
taken  by  Local  Authority 
following  issue  of  notice 
under  Section  4... 

VIII.  Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

IX.  Number  of  “block’ 

control  schemes  carried  out 

1 

NOTES. 

Note  1.  A  property  means  a  property  separately  entered  in  the 
Valuation  Roll  for  the  area. 

Note  2.  Council  houses  should  be  included  under  Dwelling  Houses. 

Premises  used  by  Local  Authority  for  purposes  of  trade 
should  be  included  under  Business  or  Industrial  Premises. 
Sewers  should  not  be  included. 
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Only  properties  devoted  to  agricultural  or  horticultural 
production  should  be  included  under  Agricultural  Proper' 
ties. 

Combined  dwelling  and  business  premises  where  occupied 
by  the  same  person  should  be  included  under  Business 
Premises  otherwise  they  should  be  entered  separately. 

Note  3.  II,  III,  IV  and  V  in  each  case  relate  to  the  number  of  proper' 
ties  inspected  as  defined  in  Note  I  and  not  to  the  number 
of  inspections,  infestations  or  treatments  at  each  property. 

6.  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL.  There  is 
a  fortnightly  collection  in  the  area.  This  is  too  long  an  interval 
between  collections  in  an  Urban  District. 

The  method  of  disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping. 

Section  C — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 
WATER. 

The  Urban  District  is  supplied  by  the  Ball  Beard,  Low  Leighton 
and  Morlands  Reservoirs. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  work  was  proceeding  with  the  con' 
vertion  of  the  Open  Reservoir  at  Ball  Beard  into  a  Covered  Service 
Reservoir. 

A  Chlorinating  and  Neutralising  Plant  has  been  installed  at 
Morlands  Reservoir. 

The  position  at  Low  Leighton  did  not  change  from  that  of 
last  year. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  water  supply  to  both  Rowarth 
and  Brookbottom.  During  dry  weather  a  small  pump  at  Rowarth 
Brook  pumps  water  up  to  a  storage  tank  in  the  Village.  The  inhabi¬ 
tants  draw  water  for  their  needs  from  this  tank. 

Some  of  the  farms  on  the  hilltops,  and  in  the  Rowarth  area 
have  their  own  private  supplies,  which  are  potentially  open  to 
pollution. 

WATER  SAMPLES. 

No  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis  or  for  plumbo 
solvency.  The  following  samples  were  examined  for  bacteria  through¬ 
out  the  year : — 


WATER  SAMPLES— BACTERIOLOGICAL. 


No. 

Date  of 
Collection 

Place  of  Collection 

Supply 

Probable 
No.  of 
Coliforim 
Bacilli 
pet-  ioo  ml . 

Approx 

per 

cent 

Faecal 

1 

16/1/51 

40,  Torr  Vale  Road 

Low  leicjhton 

0 

— 

2 

16/1/51 

1,  Victoria  Street 

Ball  Beard 

0 

— 

3 

16/1/51 

Outlet  from  Filter 

Low  leiEthton 

3 

— 

4 

16/1/51 

Outlet  from  Filter 

Ball  Beard 

0 

— 

5 

16/1/51 

186,  Hayfield  Road 

Morlands 

0 

— 
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No. 

Date  of 
Collection 

Place  of  Collection 

Supply 

Probable 
No.  of 
Coliform 
Bacilli 
per  ico  ml 

Approx 

per 

cent 

Kaecal 

6 

21/2/51 

24,  Hibbert  Street 

Ball  Beard 

0 

— 

7 

21/2/51 

Strathallen,  Hayfield  Road 

Morlands 

0 

— 

8 

21/2/51 

12,  Wirksmoor  Road 

Low  leighton 

0 

— 

9 

21/2/51 

Thorpe  House  Woodbourne  Rd 

Stkp.  Corp. 

0 

— 

10 

14/3/51 

Town  Hall,  New  Mills 

Ball  Beard 

8 

3 

11 

14/3/51 

Outlet  to  Main 

Ball  Beard 

0 

— 

12 

14/3/51 

47,  Thornsett 

Morlands 

0 

— 

13 

14/3/51 

Outlet  to  Main 

Low  leighton 

0 

— 

14 

14/3/51 

6,  Jodrell  Street 

Low  leighton 

0 

— 

15 

20/3/51 

Town  Hall,  New  Mills 

Ball  Beard 

0 

— 

16 

23/4/51 

12,  lodrell  Street 

Low  leighton 

0 

— 

17 

23/4/51 

Tap — Filter  House  Outlet 

Low  leighton 

3 

3 

18 

23/4/51 

20,  Hibbert  Street 

Ball  Beard 

0 

— 

19 

23/4/51 

Tap — Filter  House  Outlet 

Ball  Beard 

0 

— 

20 

23/4/51 

Strathallen  Hayfield  Road 

Morlands 

3 

— 

21 

15/5/51 

Tap — Filter  Flouse 

Low  leighton 

0 

— 

22 

15/5/51 

35,  St.  George’s  Road 

Low  leighton 

0 

— 

23 

15/5/51 

Tap — Filter  House  Outlet 

Ball  Beard 

0 

— 

24 

15/5/51 

20,  Hibbert  Street 

Ball  Beard 

0 

— 

25 

15/5/51 

Strathallen,  Hayfield  Road 

Morlands 

0 

— 

26 

15/5/51 

nr.  Spring  Bank  Farm,  Rowarth 

Private 

2 

— 

27 

6/6/51 

Filter  Outlet  to  Main 

Low  leighton 

0 

— 

28 

6/6/51 

Stonepit  Cottage 

Private 

14 

14 

29 

6/6/51 

51,  St.  George’s  Road 

Low  leighton 

0 

— 

30 

6/6/51 

Health  Dept.  Spring  Bank 

Ball  Beard 

0 

— 

31 

6/6/51 

Filter  Outlet  to  Main 

Ball  Beard 

0 

— 

32 

6/6/51 

Strathallen,  Hayfield  Road 

Morlands 

0 

— 

33 

13/8/51 

Tap — Filter  Outlet 

Low  leighton 

0 

— 

34 

13/8/51 

53,  St.  Georges  Road 

Low  leighton 

0 

— 

35 

13/8/51 

1 2,  Jodrell  Street 

Low  leighton 

0 

— 

36 

13/8/51 

Tap— -Filter  Outlet 

Ball  Beard 

0 

- - 

37 

13/8/51 

Health  Dept.  Spring  Bank 

Ball  Beard 

0 

— 

3S 

13/8/51 

Strathallen,  Hayfield  Road 

Morlands 

25 

5 

39 

18/9/51 

Tap — Filter  House 

Ball  Beard 

0 

— 

40 

18/9/51 

20,  Hibbert  Street 

Ball  Beard 

0 

— 

41 

18/9/51 

Strathallen,  Hayfield  Road 

Morlands 

0 

— 

42 

18/9/51 

6,  Jodrell  Street 

Low  leighton 

0 

— 

43 

18/9/51 

49,  St.  George’s  Road 

Low  leighton 

0 

— 

44 

22/10/51 

Tap — Outlet  to  Main 

Low  leighton 

0 

— 

45 

22/10/51 

Tap— Outlet  to  Main 

Ball  Beard 

0 

— 

46 

22/10/51 

21,  Eaves  Knoll  Road 

Ball  Beard 

0 

— 

47 

22/10/51 

Thorpe  House  Woodbourne  Rd 

Stkp.  Corp. 

0 

— 

48 

22/10/51 

Art  Cinema,  Jodrell  Street 

Low  leighton 

0 

— 

49 

22/10/51 

Strathallen,  Hayfield  Road 

Morlands 

8 

3 

50 

26/11/51 

Tap- — Outlet  to  Main 

Ball  Beard 

0 

— 

51 

26/11/51 

Ffealth  Dept.  Spring  Bank 

Ball  Beard 

0 

— 

52 

26/11/51 

Tap — Outlet  to  Main 

Low  leighton 

0 

— 

53 

26/11/51 

18,  Jodrell  Street 

Low  leighton 

0 

— 

54 

26/11/51 

Strathallen,  Hayfield  Road 

Morlands 

0 

— 

55 

10/12/51 

Strathallen,  Hayfield  Road 

Morlands 

0 

— 

56 

11/12/51 

Health  Dept.  Spring  Bank 

Ball  Beard 

0 

— 

57 

11/12/51 

Tap — Filter  Outlet 

Ball  Beard 

0 

— 

58 

1 1/12/51 

Tap — Filter  Outlet 

Low  leighton 

0 

— 

59 

11/12/51 

37,  St.  George’s  Road 

Low  leighton 

0 

— 
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The  quantity  of  water  available  has  been  adequate. 

The  quality  of  the  supply  is  kept  under  constant  observation 
by  the  Water  Engineer  and  the  Health  Department. 

Sample  10  was  taken  after  an  electricity  power  cut  had  ini' 
mobilised  the  Chlorinating  and  Neutralising  Plant.  The  gathering 
grounds  of  the  Urban  District’s  supply  is  moorland  and  farmland 
which  makes  pollution  inevitable,  as  this  example  illustrates. 

Heavy  rainfall,  with  consequent  pollution  was  responsible  for 

samples  38  and  49.  The  Chlorinating  and  Neutralising  Plant 

at  Morlands  Reservoir  was  not  completely  installed  until 

December,  1931. 

The  unwholesomeness  of  samples  3  and  17  was  brought  about 
by  the  fixed  rate  of  feed  chlorinating  plant  at  Low  Leighton  Filter 
House,  which  cannot  always  eliminate  suduen  and  heavy  pollution. 

Sample  28  was  the  worst  one  collected.  It  is  a  spring  supply 
from  farm  lands. 

The  Water  Engineer  has  kept  the  hardness  of  the  water  under 
close  observation  and  the  pH  of  the  water  is  tested  daily  to  counteract 
any  plumbo-solvent  action. 

There  are  2880  dwelling  houses  in  New  Mills  of  which  2675 
are  supplied  from  the  public  mains  direct  to  the  houses. 

There  are  no  stand  pipes. 

22  houses  were  connected  to  the  Town’s  supply  during  1951. 

No  extensions  to  the  water  mains  were  made  during  the  year. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE. 

Estimated  Population 
involved 

No  of  Houses  in  District  connected 

to  sewers . 

2,737 

8,110 

No.  of  Houses  in  District  not 

connected  to  sewers . 

153 

424 

No.  of  connections  made  during  year : 

— 

(a)  existing  houses 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  new  houses 

22 

(c)  other  premises 

1 

No.  of  conversions  of  other  closets 

to  W.  C’s. 

3 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the  area. 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Number  of  Closets  of  each  type  remaining  at  the  end  of  1951  : 


Privy-middens 

13 

Water  Closets 

1,482 

Waste  Water  Closets 

505 

Pail  Closets  . 

36 

KITCHEN  WASTE. 

No  sterilisation  is  carried  out  by  the  Council.  A  local  farmer 
collects  and  carries  out  sterilisation  in  an  approved  boiler. 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (includ¬ 
ing  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector) 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 2,  3, 

4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  ... 

6 

6 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

63 

66 

2 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

1 

2 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

71 

74 

2 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Num  her  of 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H  M. 
Inspector 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

i 

i 

— 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  insufficient 

l 

i 

— 

l 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

defective 

6 

3 

— 

2 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for 

sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 

the  act 

1 

1 

l 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

9 

6 

l 

3 

— 
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BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  16  Bakehouses  on  the  register — all  of  which  were 
regularly  inspected  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  HOUSES. 

The  licensed  premises  in  the  district  received  inspection  during 
the  year.  Efforts  were  continued  to  improve  the  washing  and  sanitary 
accommodation  in  licensed  premises  and  improvements  at  one  Public 
House  were  completed  during  the  year.  Plans  were  passed  for  altera- 
tions  to  two  others. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

The  factories  in  the  area  are  kept  under  constant  observation. 
No  statutory  action  was  taken  in  regard  to  smoke  nuisances. 

RAG  FLOCK  ACT. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  Act. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  district. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  is  no  common  lodging  house  in  the  area. 

SHOPS. 

The  Council  has  delegated  powers  under  the  Shops  Acts. 
Frequent  inspections  were  made  and  in  no  case  was  it  necessary  to 
serve  notice  for  contravention  of  the  Acts. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

One  case  of  bed  bug  infestation  was  dealt  with — the  treatment 
being  that  of  dusting  with  Gammexane  Powder. 

A  number  of  cases  of  flea  infestation  occurred  and  these  were 
treated  with  5%  D.D.T.  powder.  Cockroach  infestations  continued 
to  be  reported  from  old  property  and  were  treated  with  either  D.D.T. 
•or  Gammexane  in  powder  form. 

SCHOOLS. 

Since  the  last  report  the  Sanitary  arrangements  have  been 
improved  in  a  number  of  the  schools  but  the  position  is  far  from 
satisfactory  yet. 
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ROUTINE  INSPECTIONS. 


PREMISES 


Bakehouses 
Canal  Boats  ... 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ... 
Dairies  ... 

Factories  and  Workplaces  ... 
Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 
Ice  Cream  Premises  ... 

Market  Stalls  ... 

Milk  Distributors 
Moveable  Dwellings  (a)  Sites 

(b)  Dwellings 

Offensive  Trades 
Outworkers 

Preserved  Food  Stores 
Shops  ... 

Slaughterhouses 
Knackers  Yards 


No.  on 
Register 

Increase  or 
Decrease 

Inspections 

Made 

15 

— 

23 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

— 

— 

4 

— 

17 

70 

1  De. 

74 

Nil 

— 

— 

41 

2  In. 

63 

6 

2  De 

10 

8 

1  In. 

21 

Nil 

— 

— 

1 

* 

1 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

— 

— 

11 

— 

19 

229 

— 

274 

1 

127 

1 

— 
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Section  D — Housing . 


PAST  PROGRESS. 

In  1919  work  commenced  on  the  first  Council  Houses  to  be 
built  in  New  Mills. 


In  the  period  between  the  two  World  Wars  179  houses  were 
erected  on  the  High  Hill  and  Bakehurst  Estates,  and  at  Buxton  Road 
Newtown.  129  of  these  houses  have  Three-bedrooms  and  50  Two- 
bedrooms. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  postwar  houses  com¬ 
pleted  to  date : — 


Type  of  House  Number 

1  Bedroomed  (Old  People’s  Bungalows)  14 

2  Bedroomd  (Prefabricated  Houses)  50 

3  Bedroomed  ...  ...  ...  104 

4  Bedroomed  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Total  174 


A  further  46  houses  are  at  present  under  construction.  When 
completed  they  will  add  20  two  bedroomed,  22  three  bedroomed  and 
4  four  bedroomed  houses  to  the  post-war  figure. 


PRESENT  PROGRESS. 

New  Houses  erected  during  year  by:  — 

(a)  Local  Authority  ...  ...  16 

(b)  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  6 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts). 

14 


343 


No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  he  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  70 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dan¬ 
gerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  action  (formal  or  informal)  by 
the  Local  Authority.  ...  ...  ...  66 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made.  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders.  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  undertak¬ 
ings  were  accepted.  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made.  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Section  E — Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 
CLEAN  FOOD. 

A  large  part  of  the  Health  Exhibition  held  in  October  dealt 
with  this  important  topic. 

Throughout  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  regularly  in¬ 
spected  all  Food  Premises  in  order  to  maintain  as  high  a  standard  as 
possible  under  prevailing  conditions. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Food  published  the 
Report  of  the  Working  Party  which  was  investigating  Hygiene  in 
Catering  Establishments. 

The  report  was  studied,  and  a  survey  of  the  premises  was 
carried  out. 

The  minimum  standard  of  Hygiene  in  Catering  Establishments 
are  being  circularised  to  the  businesses. 

All  Food  Premises  have  been  supplied  with  official  “Dogs  in 
Food  Shops"  notices.  The  traders  have  been  requested  to  display 
these  in  prominent  places  and  to  draw  the  attention  of  customers  to 
them. 

CLEANLINESS  AND  SAFETY  OF  MILK  SUPPLIES. 

Details  are  shown  in  the  table  below  of  the  milk  sampling 
carried  out.  It  will  be  noted  that  one  retailer  of  milk  was  found  to 
be  selling  milk  containing  tubercle  bacilli.  The  supply  was  immedi¬ 
ately  diverted  for  heat  treatment  until  the  affected  cows  were  traced 
and  slaughtered. 
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Sample 

Nature  of  Test 

Methylene 

Blue 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Tubercle 

Bacilli 

Turbidity 

Test 

+  s  U. 

s.  u. 

s.  u. 

S.  U. 

T.B.  Pasteurised 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

Accredited 

Ungraded 

10  0 

16  0 

5  1 

12  6 

10  0 

16  0 

5  2 

13  0 

10  0 

+  S  —  Satisfactory  :  U  —  Unsatisfactory. 


ICE  CREAM. 

49  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken  and  graded  as  follows :  — 


Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

40 

8 

1 

0 

Sampling  for  sugar  and  fat  continued  to  be  carried  out  by  the 
County  Sampling  Officer  on  behalf  of  the  Council. 

Seven  samples  were  taken  in  the  New  Mills  Urban  District 
and  all  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  Registration  of  one  Ice  Cream  Manufacturer  was  cancelled 
as  the  owner  ceased  to  make  Ice  Cream  in  the  premises. 


CATERING  LICENCES. 

By  an  arrangement  with  the  Food  Executive  Officer,  all 
premises  for  which  catering  licences  are  sought  are  first  inspected  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  licences  are  not  granted  where  there  is  an 
adverse  report.  This  is  a  very  useful  and  helpful  arrangement. 


INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

There  is  a  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  in  the  Urban 
District  where  the  slaughtering  takes  place  for  the  Borough  of  Buxton, 
the  Urban  Districts  of  New  Mills  and  Whaley  Bridge  and  the  Rural 
Districts  of  Disley  and  Chapel-ende-Frith.  All  animals  slaughtered 
and  intended  for  distribution  in  New  Mills  are  inspected  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  who  holds  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  Certify 
cate  as  an  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 
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Two  bodies  of  beef  were  found  to  have  cysticercus  bovis,  one 
was  a  generalised  condition  and  the  other  was  localised  in  the  head. 
Compared  with  1950,  when  there  were  eight  cases  of  this  parasitic 
disease  found  in  the  beef  carcases  intended  for  consumption  in  the 
New  Mills  area,  this  year's  figures  show  a  marked  decrease,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  this  disease  which  was  almost  unknown  in  this  country 
prior  to  the  war  will  soon  be  eliminated. 


Cattle 

exclud¬ 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known)  . 

413 

444 

14 

1,317 

5 

Number  inspected  ... 

413 

444 

14 

1,317 

5 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

7 

1 

12 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

30 

108 

3 

35 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

7  75 

25.9 

28  57 

3.56 

60 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

22 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

60 

170 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

15  25 

43.24 

— 

— 

— 

SAMPLING  UNDER  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

During  the  year  1951,  48  samples,  including  19  milk  were 
taken  under  the  above  Act. 

Proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  one  sample  of  milk  found 
to  contain  added  water.  The  vendor  was  fined  £5.  with  £3  3  s.  Od. 
costs.  The  remaining  samples  were  all  classed  as  satisfactory. 


FOOD  CONDEMNED  AS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION. 

Food  forming  a  total  weight  of  10  cwt.  1  Quarter,  20  lbs.  was 
voluntarily  surrended  and  destroyed. 
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Section  F — Prevalance  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious  and 

Other  Diseases. 

There  were  5 1  cases  of  Measles  reported  between  the  months 
of  January  and  July. 

Over  the  last  10  years  only  12  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  been 
notified.  This  compares  very  favourably  with  179  reported  over  the 
previous  10  years  from  1931-1941.  During  this  latter  period  of  time 
Immunisation  was  commenced  in  New  Mills. 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  or  deaths  from  this  disease 
were  notified  during  the  year. 

One  case  was  investigated  but  no  evidence  was  present  to 
confirm  the  diagnosis. 

New  Mills  is  one  of  the  50  towns  and  50  Villages  all  over 
England  and  Wales  which  has  been  chosen  by  the  Medical  Research 
Council  for  investigating  the  transmission  of  Anterior  Poliomyelitis, 
during  epidemic  and  non-epidemic  periods.  During  the  year  2  sets  of 
sewer  swabs  have  been  collected  and  dispatched  for  analysis  at  the 
Central  Public  Health  Laboratory,  London. 

Terminal  disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  by  formalin 
fumigation. 

Vaccination  and  immunisations  are  carried  out  by  local  prac¬ 
titioners.  Diphtheria  immunisations  are  also  performed  at  High  Lea 
Hall  Clinic  by  a  Medical  Officer  of  the  County  Council. 

NUMBER  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  DIPHTHERIA  FROM  1913  to  1951. 


Year 

No  of  Cases 

Year 

No.  of  Cases 

1913 

3 

1933 

10 

1914 

20 

1934 

10 

1915 

10 

1935 

10 

1916 

2 

1936 

6 

1917 

0 

1937 

72 

1918 

0 

1938 

44  X 

1919 

51 

1939 

7 

1920 

57 

1940 

8 

1921 

50 

1941 

1 

1922 

16 

1942 

o 

3 

1923 

18 

1943 

0 

1924 

16 

1944 

1 

1925 

8 

1945 

4 

1926 

10 

1946 

0 

1927 

9 

1947 

9 

1928 

11 

1948 

l 

1929 

3 

1949 

0 

1930 

1 

1950 

0 

1931 

7 

1951 

0 

1932 

4 

X  —  Immunisation  commenced. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1951. 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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